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Reasons to be optimistic….. 

“The Guillebaud Report of 1955… found that …NHS 
spending had fallen between 1948 and 1954, from 3.75 
per cent to 3.25 per cent of GNP, that capital spending 
was running at only 33 per cent of pre-war levels, and 
that additional costs implied by an aging population 
could be financed easily by economic growth” 
 

The Cabinet Papers, 1915-1983 
http://www.nationalarchives.gov.uk/cabinetpapers/themes/conservative-rule.htm 
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Mr Blenkinsop to ask the Minister of Health whether he will make a statement regarding the report by 
the Guillebaud Committee on the National Health Service.  
 
The Minister of Health (Mr R. H. Thurton): With permission, I will answer Question No. 90. 
 
 

“The Committee's main conclusion is that it would be premature at this 
point of time to make any fundamental alteration in the structure of the 
National Health Service.  

 
Their view is that what is most needed at the present time is the 
prospect of a period of stability in order that the various authorities and 
representative bodies can think and plan ahead with the knowledge that 
they will be building on firm foundations.” 
 
http://hansard.millbanksystems.com/commons/1956/jan/25/national-health-service-guillebaud-report 
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You are 
here 

..look where 
you might be! 



99%! 

1% 

So, optimistic….but not this optimistic! 



Thank you 
 

@jappleby123 
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