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Adaptation resonates with social care 

 
‘Many of the principles used in social care, such 

as risk assessment, harm reduction, resilience 
and the importance of early intervention, are 
equally useful when we think about the 
environment.’ 

 

Bradshaw, Sillett and Walker  

Independence, community and environment  

Scie 2010 

http://www.scie.org.uk/publications/reports/report33.asp


 
Community resilience is key 

 
‘Building resilience in people’s lives and their 

experiences of community is now key to 
modern social care. It’s also the key to 
adapting to uncertainty such as climate 
change, and makes this work topical and 
timely.’ 

Peter Hay, Strategic Director for Adults and 
Communities  

Birmingham City Council 

in Changing climate, changing conversations LGA 2011  

 

http://www.local.gov.uk/web/guest/health/-/journal_content/56/10171/3511561/ARTICLE-TEMPLATE


 
Expectations are growing 

 
‘The generations coming into social care now 

are going to be more environmentally aware 
so it is about accepting people as individuals 
and helping them to take control and continue 
to be self-sufficient if they want to be.’ 

 

Service Manager Gill Scott, quoted in  

Making adult social care greener  

Community Care 8 April 2011 

 

http://www.communitycare.co.uk/articles/08/04/2011/116649/making-adult-social-care-greener.htm


 
Personalisation is an opportunity 

 
‘Community-based models of personalisation, such 

as those that adopt the principles of co-
production, localism and time-banking, have 
great potential to facilitate the development of 
care and support that is environmentally, 
economically and socially sustainable.’ 

 
Evans, Hills and Grimshaw  

Sustainable systems of social care  

Scie 2010 

 

http://www.scie.org.uk/publications/reports/report35.asp


Leadership is mission critical 

‘The role of leaders and senior managers is 
clearly a key factor in creating the right 
conditions for sustainability initiatives to 
succeed.’ 

Evans, Hills and Grimshaw 

Sustainable systems of social care  

Scie 2010 

 

http://www.scie.org.uk/publications/reports/report35.asp


Service users are environmental leaders 



Living the life we value 



Connectivity 



Some research questions 
• What can an integrated system learn from social 

care’s experience of social sustainability? 

• What are the opportunities and risks of 
personalisation for sustainability and wellbeing? 

• What are the opportunities and risks of 
community/home-based care?  How well adapted 
are our homes to environmental change? 

• How does the interplay between environmental and 
community resilience contribute to sustainability? 

• What are the ethical implications of placing 
environmental constraints on resource allocation? 



What kind of evidence will drive 
change in social care? 

 

‘Show me where this has worked somewhere else.’ 

‘What does good look like?’ 

‘How can I monetise benefits from certain 
practice?’ 

‘We need to know which tactics are most effective’. 

‘It’s about people not conditions.’ 

  



 
How should research evidence be used to 

improve adult social care policy and practice? 

 
 

‘How should different kinds of evidence, which often 
arise from different assumptions about the nature of 
social world, be combined to make changes in policy 
and practice? 

‘How can policy making be changed in order to make best 
use of research (in terms of timescales, but also 
increasing the influence of people using services, 
carers, practitioners and researchers)?’ 

Dr Martin Stevens, Research Fellow, Social Care 
Workforce Research Unit, King’s College London. 

Social Care Workforce Blog October 2012  

 

http://blogs.kcl.ac.uk/socialcareworkforce/2012/10/12/how-should-research-evidence-be-used-to-improve-adult-social-care-policy-and-practice/


Worth a look 

• Scie’s Sustainable Social Care programme 

– Bristol case study 

• Vulnerable People and Climate Change project 
(NCVO) 

– Equinox’s response to climate change (film: 5 mins) 

– The Climate Change Song by Impact Theatre 

• Alex Fox (ed.) The new social care:  strength-based 
approaches  2020 Public Services Hub/RSA (2013) 

• Leaner and greener health and social care (My blog 
for LGiU) 

http://www.scie.org.uk/adults/sustainablesocialcare/index.asp
http://www.scie.org.uk/adults/sustainablesocialcare/bristol.asp
http://www.ncvo-vol.org.uk/vulnerable-people-climate-change
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nqo4Eu8jryY
http://audioboo.fm/boos/1352546-the-climate-change-song-by-impact-theatre-company
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nqo4Eu8jryY
http://bit.ly/17GAeGO
http://bit.ly/17GAeGO
http://bit.ly/17GAeGO
http://bit.ly/17GAeGO
http://bit.ly/17GAeGO
http://bit.ly/17GAeGO
http://www.lgiu.org.uk/2013/02/25/leaner-and-greener-health-and-social-care/


Thank you! 

www.catherinemax.co.uk 
catherine@catherinemax.co.uk 

@catherine_max 

http://www.catherinemax.co.uk/
mailto:catherine@catherinemax.co.uk

